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advanced warily for about eighty li into Soviet
territory, but did not see a single Red soldier. Then
he forgot his caution, and fell into the same trap as
many a commander who had fought the Reds before
him. Advancing into a narrow valley without any
water, two brigades of his crack ist Division were
cut off and surrounded on November i8th. Three
days later, the Reds again attacked; and General Hu
beat an ignominious retreat. The new campaign had
made an inauspicious beginning.
Chang Hsueh-liang was able to point his moral
about the difficulty of defeating the Reds on their
own ground in an open campaign. On November
2yth he renewed his appeals to the Generalissimo:
the crisis in Suiyuan was at its height, and he could
no longer control his army, he said, unless he mobilised
at least a part of it to the anti-Japanese front. Chiang
invited the importunate Bandit-Suppressor to Loyang,
but returned evasive answers to all his questions.
Troops could not be sent through Shansi, he said,
because Yen Hsi-shan would object; planes could
not be sent to Suiyuan, because the air was too cold.
The air was colder in Kansu, as the Young Marshal
remarked; and this had not interfered with the
bombing of the Communists there. But the Com-
munists, Chiang argued again, were the chief enemy
of the nation (an opinion with which the Japanese
thoroughly concurred); nothing must prevent the
extermination of the Red bandits. The only thing
that seems to have been settled at Loyang was that
the Generalissimo promised to come to Sian again
shortly to interview the Tungpei and Hsipei com-
manders.
Chang  Hsueh-liang   returned  to   a   city  where